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With the smell of roast turkey wafting through the halls, several teachers welcomed 
students to Partridge Elementary for a special Saturday on Nov. 4. For the third year 
in a row, students went back in time to experience the First Thanksgiving with the 
Pilgrims and Wampanoag People. Activities included a teacher-provided potluck-
style turkey dinner sampling, Nearpod virtual field trips, Discovery Education media 
resources, STEAM opportunities and active games. Students also enjoyed recreating 
historical figures using pieces 
from Robyn Woolsey’s new 
costume closet provided by the 
Waynesville R-VI Foundation. 

Masterminded by Paula 
Cantrell, school counselor, these 
theme days help foster positive 
relationships, reinforce character 
education and support curricular 
goals. Partridge teachers are 
planning additional Saturday 
experiences in the upcoming 
months, including Christmas 
Around the World, Snow Days 
and Sharing is Caring. 

Partridge students experience 
“First Thanksgiving” on Nov. 4

The Waynesville R-VI School District 
achieved a 95.7% on the State of 
Missouri’s Annual Performance Report, 
down slightly from last year’s record 
97.5%. The APR scores were released 
to the public today.

 “We were able to maintain all of our 
academic points from last year using the 
state’s hold harmless rule, however, we 
lost points due to attendance,” said Dr. 
Trish Adkins, assistant superintendent 
of curriculum services.  

While the district’s average daily 
attendance has remained consistently 
in the 94-95 percentage range over the 
past five years, it’s the state’s 90-90 
attendance requirement where the 
district lost ground. The district dropped 
nearly 4% to 87.1% in the 90-90 
attendance category, which requires 90 
percent of all students to be in school 90 
percent of the time. 

“We’re disappointed to see the loss 
in our attendance points and we will be 
working to ensure we can regain those 
for next year,” Adkins said. “Attendance 
is calculated minute by minute, so 
tardies and early dismissals go into that 
calculation.”

For APR, each student’s attendance is 
looked at individually. “If a student has 
a 90% or better attendance, the district 
receives full credit for the student,” 
Adkins said. “If a student’s attendance 
dips below 90%, the district receives 
zero points for meeting the standard 
– regardless of whether the student’s 
attendance is 89% or 50%. Districts 
do not receive any partial credit in the 
attendance category.”

Waynesville 
achieves 
95.7% on APR

Continued on page 2 



In previous years, attendance letters 
were sent to parents once a student 
reached three or more absences in 
a semester; however, the district 
transitioned to the new eSchoolPlus 
student information system at the start 
of the 2016 school year and attendance 
letters lagged at the beginning of the 
2016-17 school year as schools adjusted 
to the new system.

“This year our systems are all up and 
running and parents are being notified 
when their children are absent three 
or more days in a semester,” Adkins 
said. “Our parents are our partners 
and beyond the letters, we will be 
working on an attendance campaign to 
emphasize the importance of attendance 
in the State of Missouri.” 

 The Missouri Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education 
delayed the release of the Annual 
Performance Report scores until Nov. 
15, due to questions in reliability and 
comparability from year-to-year in 
Algebra I and English II end-of-course 
exams. 

 The state implemented ‘hold 
harmless,’ which means a district’s APR 
scores in ELA and math could be based 
on the highest of points earned from 
2014, 2015, 2016 or 2017.

 “For the first time, we reached back 
to use last year’s points in ELA (English 
Language Arts) because districts 
weren’t allowed to count the end-of-
course exams from Language Arts 10, 
which is one of our best data sets,” 
Adkins said. 

 Missouri has issued three different 
MAP tests in the past four years, 
making year-to-year score comparisons 
difficult. The overall year-to-year 
comparability, however, does not impact 
individual student scores; individual 
scores remain unchanged. 

The Waynesville R-VI School District 
Foundation announces it will launch a 
Hall of Leaders in 2018 to recognize 
alumni and educators for outstanding 
success in a field 
of expertise and for 
making a significant 
contribution to their 
communities. 

“Being inducted in 
the Hall of Leaders 
will be one of the 
most prestigious 
recognitions anyone 
could receive,” said 
Foundation President 
Jann Dye. “We will 
celebrate the recipients’ 
accomplishments long 
into the future as their portraits and a 
brief bio will be engraved into a plaque 
and displayed in Waynesville High 
School.” 

Through a partnership with the 
Waynesville R-VI School District, the 
Hall of Leaders will be prominently 
located in the main entrance to WHS 
near the bronze tiger.  

“Waynesville has long produced 
exceptional graduates and employed 
amazing educators and it will be an 
honor to permanently showcase our 
tradition of excellence through a Hall 
of Leaders,” said Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent.  

The public is encouraged to nominate 
a graduate of Waynesville High School 

Nominations being accepted for 
outstanding alumni, educators

APR scores Continued 
from page 1 

for the Lifetime Achievement Award 
for Alumni and/or a retired educator 
from the Waynesville R-VI School 
District for the Outstanding Educational 

Professional. 
Nominations are due 
Feb. 24, 2018. 

Each application 
packet must include: 

•  A nomination form 
(available online at 
www.waynesville.k12.
mo.us or by clicking 
here.)

•  Achievements that 
would qualify your 
nominee for a Lifetime 
Achievement – Alumni 
or Outstanding 

Educational Professional Award. A 
resume/biography will be required for 
submission.

•  A short essaying explaining why 
your nominee deserves recognition. 

•  Two to four letters of support 
sharing how the nominee demonstrates 
leadership, character and dedication to 
the district.

The Foundation plans to induct one 
individual in each category in 2018. 
The awards will be presented at the 
foundation’s first Showcase Waynesville 
Schools Banquet on May 3, 2018. 

For more information, please contact 
Jann Dye at 573-512-1074 or Marianne 
Ward at 573-842-2040. 

“Being inducted in 
the Hall of Leaders 
will be one of the 
most prestigious 
recognitions anyone 
could receive.”

– Jann Dye
Foundation President

Thayer Elementary 
students are 
enjoying their new 
slide that was 
installed this fall. 
Pictured are Thayer 
Principal Robyn 
Justice; Kevin 
Pritchard, director 
of operations; and 
students. Justice 
was the first to go 
down the new slide.  
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Nov. 28 (T) Thayer – 4th grade – 10 a.m. 
Dec. 3 (Su) High School and middle school bands march in 
            Christmas Parade - 2 p.m. 
Dec. 5 (T) Thayer - Bells/Choir-Bake Sale- 6 p.m.
Dec. 7 (R) Christmas on the Square 
Dec. 8 (F) East 3rd Grade Concert – 6:30 p.m. 
Dec. 8 (F) WHS One-Act Plays – 6 p.m.– WHS Theatre
Dec. 9 (Sa) WHS One-Act Plays – 6 p.m. – WHS Theatre
Dec. 12 (T) Wood- Choir- 6 p.m.
Dec. 13 (W) Thayer 3rd Grade – 12:35 p.m. 
Dec. 13 (W) Middle School Christmas Choir Concert 7 p.m. 
Dec. 14 (R) East 2nd Grade Concert – 6:30 p.m. 
Dec. 14 (R) Wood Elementary 4th and 5th graders perform “A 
              Christmas Carol” – 6 p.m. 
Dec.  14 (R) Band/Jazz Band Christmas Concert – 6 p.m. – 
              WHS Theatre
Dec. 15 (F) East 4th Grade Choir Christmas Concert – 
              6:30 p.m.
Dec. 16 (Sa) Choir Christmas Concert – 6 p.m. – WHS 
              Theatre 
Dec.  18 (M) Band/Jazz Band Christmas Concert snow make-
               up – WHS Theatre
Jan.  6 (Sa) District Jazz Band/District M. S. Band Clinic/
            Concert – WHS Theatre
Jan. 10 (W) Middle School Beginning and Intermediate Bands, 
             Parker Fine Arts 6 p.m. 
Jan.  13 (Sa) District Jazz Band/District M. S. Band Clinic/
              Concert snow date - WHS
Feb. 3 (Sa) Middle School District Choir – WHS Theatre
Feb. 10 (Sa) Middle School District Choir snow date – WHS 
              Theatre
March 8 (R) Band Pre-Contest Concert – 6 p.m. – WHS 
               Theatre
March 28 (W) Middle School Ensembles, Parker Fine Arts 
                5 p.m. 
April 5 (R) Choir Pre-Contest Concert – 6 p.m. – WHS 
             Theatre
April 6 (F) East 5th Grade Concert – 6:30 p.m.

April 17 (T) East Kindergarten Black Team Concert – 
               6:30 p.m.
April 19 (R) East Kindergarten Gray Team Concert – 6:30 p.m.
April 19 (R) Spring Musical – 7 p.m. – WHS Theatre
April 20 (F) East Kindergarten Orange Team Concert – 
               6:30 p.m.
April 20 (F) Spring Musical – 7 p.m. – WHS Theatre
April 21 (Sa) Spring Musical – 7 p.m.– WHS Theatre
April 22 (S) Spring Musical – 2:30 p.m. – WHS Theatre
March 23 (F) Thayer Kindergarten Concert – 10 a.m. 
May TBA Partridge 5th Grade Concert
May 3 (R) Choir Festival – 6 p.m. – WHS Theatre
May 3 Waynesville R-VI Foundation Banquet (Small 
           Ensembles will perform). Admission charged.
May 8 (T) Thayer - Honor/Bells- 6 p.m.
May 10 (R) Band/Jazz Band Concert – 6 p.m. – WHS Theatre
May 11 (F) East 1st Grade Concert – 6:30 p.m.
May 13 (S) Choir Spring Concert – 3 p.m. – WHS Theatre
May 16 (W) Middle School Beginning and Intermediate Bands 
             Parker Fine Arts, 6 p.m.
All events listed above are free, except the Foundation Banquet 
and the Spring Musical. The cost for the Foundation Banquet 
will be $30 per person. The cost for the musical is $8 for adults, 
$6 for students/staff and $4 for children, but if you are age 60 
or older and live in the Waynesville R-VI School district and 
have a senior citizens athletic pass, you can get into the musical 
for free. Those eligible may pick up the pass at the Waynesville 
High School Athletics Office or the Superintendent’s Office. 

Upcoming fine arts events

Waynesville High School students Christian Gervacio and Ezechiel Daos 
auditioned for and have been selected for All-State Choir. 

In addition, Katie Blau auditioned for and was named to the American 
Choral Directors Association’s All-Regional Choir. The students are under 
the direction of WHS Choir Director Cydnee Gilmore.

At left, Christian Gervacio and Ezechiel Daos have been named to the 
All-State Choir and are pictured left to right. 

2 students named to All-
State Choir in November 



Freedom Elementary served 1,582 meals to students and their 
families during the Family Feast Day at Freedom on Nov. 14.

“That is 868 extra meals than on a typical day,” said Karen 
Wracher, director of nutrition services for OPAA. “We could 
not have done it without the help we received from Jon Dye 
and his culinary arts students. They are an outstanding group of 
students.”

Wracher also praised Melanie Frye and her team of cooks 
at Freedom for all their hard work to prepare and serve more 
than 1,500 meals and Shannon Sisson from East Elementary’s 

Freedom feeds 1,582 meals during Family Feast
kitchen for assisting with the event. 

“There are so many people to thank who help make this 
whole event happen,” Wracher said. “Beyond those already 
named, it takes everyone from the scanners, those collecting 
the funds to the maintenance and custodial staff to the teachers 
and principals to make this a successful event every year. It was 
a great day for members of the community to gather at their 
child’s school and have a Thanksgiving Feast.”

 Freedom hosted the first family feast this year and OPAA 
will continue until all of the schools have been served.

Fourteen National Honor Society students from Waynesville 
High School helped raise funds for Special Olympics on 
Wednesday, Nov. 9, at Colton’s Steakhouse in St. Robert by 
assisting the Military Police Regimental Association in their 
annual statewide “Tip a Cop” event.

The goal of the event was to raise funds and awareness for 
the Special Olympics of Missouri program.

“We had 14 absolutely phenomenal National Honor Society 
students show up to support our efforts, which included them 
speaking with the patrons about the program, learning a little 
about the tiring efforts required to work in a large restaurant 
and finally supporting a tremendous cause,” said Rick 
Harne, executive director of the Military Police Regimental 
Association. 

These NHS students volunteered from 4 - 8:30 p.m. unless 
otherwise indicated:

NHS students participate in Special Olympics fundraiser

Culinary Arts students from the Waynesville Career Center and Shannon Sisson from East Elementary assisted Freedom 
Elementary cooks with preparing and serving 1,582 meals for the Family Feast.

Collin Mourot
Megan Johnson
Micah Beasley
Jordan Saylor
Mackenzie Petersen
Caitlin Banks
Jordan Rivera

Louise-Marie Veech
Monika Hainez
Matthew Jones
Christina O’Barr
Ashlyn Wardin
Jessica Dwyer 5:30 - 8:45 p.m.
Zoie Francisco 5:30 - 8:45 p.m.

On Oct. 31, Partridge Elementary held its annual Vocabulary Hat Day 
parade. Students and staff, who wished to participate, created an 
extraordinary hat that displayed a word and was decorated to show 
that word’s meaning. Students paraded through the halls so that 
everyone, including several parents, got a chance to see all of their 
hard work. Students from each classroom voted on the winning hat 
from their room. Pictured at left are the winning hats.

Vocabulary Hat Day winners



Students at Wood Elementary decorated pumpkins to look 
like book characters.

Kindergarten students at Partridge Elementary participated in a Pumpkin Night in which they completed different math 
activities related to pumpkins. Students did some pumpkin investigating where they made estimates and then checked their 
estimates. They also made graphs and pumpkin glyphs. 

Hunter Yowell, a 
graphic design 
student at the 
Waynesville 
Career Center, 
is this year’s 
winner of the 
SkillsUSA 
State Branding 
Competition. 
Donna Groves, 
the WCC’s 
graphic design 
instructor, said 
that Yowell’s 
design will 
be used for 
the trading 
pins (top), the 
state t-Shirt (at 
right) and official banners. Announcing the winner was 
SkillsUSA Director Joey Baker.



The Tiger 
Athletic 
Booster 
Club’s Tip 
Off Party 
raised 
more than 
$4,500 after 
expenses 
for the boys 
and girls 
basketball 
teams, 
thanks to the 
generosity 
of the 
community. 
During the 
event on 
Tuesday, 
Nov. 14, 
Culver’s 
served up fried chicken, roast beef, mashed potatoes, green 
beans and rolls. The pie and cake auction’s homemade 
goodies raised funds for the teams, as did the silent auction, 
which included this custom-made quilt donated by Marika 
Love. Bill Ransdall served as the emcee, Christian Butler 
served as the auctioneer and countless volunteers made the 
event a success.  



The Waynesville High 
School Girls Basketball 
team announces its 
members: first row, Anuhea 
Makanani, Sapree Waters, 
Angelica Ramos, Victoria 
Perry, ReShawna Stone, 
Katie Handley, Vanessa 
Blake; middle row, Danisha 
Bost, Hannah Henson, 
Madison Conatser, Megan 
Pattison, Nadia Evans, 
Asia Morgan, Montaihja 
Huggins, Siraprapa 
Rawaekklong, Antoinette 
Durrant and back row, 
Lacey Sprinkle, Taylor King, 
Amaya Wright, Mackenzie 
Coleman, Shannon 
Morrison, Afatia Poinsette, 
Kaylin Krantz, Kiara 
Shoulders, Astacia Garcia 
and Chambre Garcia.

Lydia Choi, an eighth grader at Waynesville Middle 
School, has been named the Waynesville Middle School 
Rotary Student of the Month for November 2017. 

Choi, the daughter of Hae Kessler, is an outstanding 
student at WMDS. She is an A student and is currently 
taking advanced classes during her 8th grade year. She is 
the Student Government 8th grade Vice President and the 
President of the WMDS National Junior Honor Society. Choi 
also competes for the WMDS wrestling team and plans to 
participate in track and field in the spring.  She also plays 
the violin and the piano and is a member of the Waynesville 
Korean Baptist church.  Her career goals are to go to college 
and do something in the field of technology.  

Choi named WMDS Student 
of the Month for November

 

The Waynesville High School Theatre Department  
and Thespian Troupe 1669 present 

The Student Directed One-Acts 
 

 

       Stirred, Not Shaken 
   Written by Claire Demmer  
       Directed by Kylie Jones 

               Produced by special arrangement with: 
  Off The Wall Play Publishers  

 
 

 

  
  

   
   

Pizza: A Love Story 
Written by Julianne Bernstein 

 Directed by Morgan Patterson 
      Produced by special arrangement with: 

   Samuel French 

 
 

   Bus Riley’s Back in Town 
  Written by William Inge 
 Directed by Olga Morales 

                          Produced by special arrangement with: 
                                  Dramatists Play Service Inc. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

     
Law & Order: Fairy Tale Unit 

Written by Jonathan Rand 
Directed by Dontrell Tyson Jr. 

Produced by special arrangement with: 
Playscripts, Inc. 

 
 
 
 

 
December 8th and 9th at 6:00pm 

at the Waynesville High School Theatre 
Admission is free but donations to Troupe 1669 are welcome 

 



In addition to their PIE partners speaking over the intercom 
to Waynesville High School students, math teacher Rube 
Dowell shared what his military service meant to him. He 
shared these words with the students in honor of Veterans Day: 

I retired from the Army in 2004 after 20 years as a 
Construction Engineer. I served 14 of my 20 years either 
overseas or deployed for war or peace-keeping missions.

I have been to every continent except for Antarctica to 
perform some type of construction. I served in Desert Shield, 
Desert Storm, Provide Comfort, Restore Hope (Somolia), and 
Operation Enduring Freedom.

I take great pride in being a military veteran. I volunteered 
out of high school to learn a skill and to travel. I was proud 
to give of myself in order to help protect and defend our great 
country so that others may live free and prosperous lives. 

The military community helped raise my children and that is 
why I decided to become a teacher, so that I could give back to 
the community that supported me in my time of need.

Each year on Veterans Day I am reminded of the commitment 
I made to our country and the commitment my country made 
to me. Let us not forget all those past, present, and future who 
have and will make sacrifices towards our freedom and way of 
life. 

Alyssa Avalos has been named the Waynesville High School 
student of the month by the Rotary Club of Pulaski County on 
Nov. 14. 

Avalos is the daughter of Ana and Kevin Rouse. She is a 
senior and serves as a library aid and A+ tutor. She currently is 
enrolled in four AP courses and one dual credit course. 

Avalos named WHS Student 
of the Month for November

Waynesville High School’s PIE partners spoke over the 
intercom to students throughout the day about what their 
military service means to them on Friday, Nov. 10, in honor 
of Veterans Day. 

Sharing what military 
service means to them

Noah Ochoa, a senior at Waynesville High School, has signed 
with Missouri Valley College to further his education and play 
baseball. Ochoa has been a varsity starter since his freshman 
year where he helped contribute to WHS’s second baseball 
district title. Throughout his high school career he has been a 
staple in the infield playing second base and short stop. 

“Noah is a hard worker, great competitor and all around great 
kid,” Head Baseball Coach Scott Turner. “We look forward to 
the leadership he will bring us this year as a senior and will 
enjoy seeing him compete at the next level in the future.” 

Ochoa signs with MO Valley



Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent of the Waynesville R-VI School 
District, praised Waynesville Middle School staff members for 
their MAP score increases, decreases in office referrals, having 
positive climate survey results, effectively utilizing their 2 to 1 
computer to student ratio and for their diversity activities. During 
the Super Session on Friday, Nov. 17, he also thanked them for 
adding problem-based learning (PBL) for eighth graders and for their 
patience as construction continues on the Waynesville Middle School 
academic wing. 

Construction is more than 40% complete and is on schedule for 
opening in time for the 2018-19 school year. 

Jenifer Munoz and Jody Taylor recently cooked 
up a lesson to engage students in writing, reading, 
science, math and public speaking at Freedom 
Elementary. During their collaborative lesson 
on “Stone Soup,” the pair led their students 
in creating a cooking show, “Freedom Souper 
Chefs.” The classes created their own version of 
stone soup, based on the book by Marcia Brown, 
by sharing a small amount and combining it all to 
create a meal. After filming their cooking show, 
students ate the soup they created together. 

“It was a great success and to top it off students 
got to enjoy the soup they made,” Taylor said. 

WMDS staff members received praise during their Super 
Session this morning and enjoyed homemade cinnamon 
rolls, apple pie pizza, fresh fruit, coffee and juice.  WMDS also 
hosted a hat day today. 

Middle school receives praise

Students create cooking show


